impressiveness with the stately ceremonial of the Assyrians or the Greeks, are yet full of a poetic and religious spirituality, which has a more lasting, if not so immediate and thrilling an effect. The warning bell, the slow procession, the service of the Church, in which the mind is at once cast down by the contemplation of mortality, and exalted by the promise of a diviner life; the lowering of the body into its narrow bed; the dull earth which rings upon the coffin lid; and the memorial which marks the spot as one ever after sacred and dear to the mourner; are all calculated to satisfy the instincts and desires of those, who pay the last tribute to their brother then departed.
In order to encourage these feelings still more, the Church, in the eighth century, commenced the practice of allowing the dead to be buried in the vicinity of the churches, so that at once the body might be laid in undisturbed and consecrated ground, and the survivors might associate that holy spot with the place in which they assembled to discharge the rites of religion. receiving-houses at convenient distances on the banks of the Thames, to which the relatives may convey the body, which is afterwards to be placed on board a steamer, for conveyance to Erith.
But the scheme proposed will be better understood by quoting the words of the Report:
" From the considerations and evidence which we have thus presented, we have arrived at the following conclusions, which we submit as the foundation of a General Scheme for Extramural Sepulture : " 1. That, with a view to remedy the evils of intramural interment, as at present generally practised, it will be necessary to obtaiu separate acts for London and the country.
"2. That, after the passing of the Act for Loudon, all interments in churches and within the precincts of the metropolis, except in special cases, under licence issued by the Metropolitan Interment Commission, should, as soon as the necessary preliminary arrangements are completed, be strictly forbidden.
"3. That public burial-grounds be provided at a suitable distance from the metropolis : that, with a view to prevent the near approach of the population to such burial-grounds, no new dwelling-houses be permitted within a distance proportioned to the size of the cemetery and the number of interments for which it is calculated; and that, in order to render possible the advantages of extramural interment, without, at least, enhancing the cost to the poor, to secure the proper decencies of burial, and to put an end to the injurious influence to health occasioned by the careless and unchecked disposal of bodies, it be, with the exceptions above referred to, unlawful to inter in any other place than the public burial-grounds within the prescribed precincts.
" 4. That, considering the river as a highway passing through the largest extent For ourselves, we are happy to see the Board of Health take up and carry out such a great and important reform,? a reform, too, which it is, on all accounts, well to have first attempted. When it has satisfactorily completed this task of restoring to the ceremony of the Church the solemnity of which it has been deprived,?of destroying this constant familiarity with scenes of death, which the existence of churchyards in the very heart of our population has caused,?and of neutralizing the deleterious influences, in a sanitary point of view, of the present system of intramural interment, the Board will have accomplished the first of a series of social changes, which, we are convinced, will be without parallel in the beneficial effect they will produce on the dense masses of our labouring population. We trust most sincerely, that all their future steps may be marked by the same good sense and sagacity, which have dictated this Report on Extramural Interments.
